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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CLEVELAND, Ohio (June 19, 2015) – The Supreme Court of Ohio rendered its first decision yesterday
regarding Ohio’s Dormant Mineral Act in the case of Dodd v. Croskey, with significant implications for
landowners and owners to mineral rights involving Utica Shale.
In a unanimous decision, the Supreme Court ruled that under the 2006 amendments to the statute, after
an owner of surface land gives notice of their intent to declare the mineral interest abandoned, the holder
of the mineral rights can preserve their rights by timely filing an affidavit with the county recorder. The
affidavit must state the nature of the mineral interest, the recording information upon which the claim is
based, and that the mineral holder intends to preserve the mineral interest. This decision has significant
implications affecting and preserving the rights of oil/gas mineral holders in Ohio. McDonald Hopkins
represented a group of the mineral holders in this case.
More information on the Ohio Supreme Court’s ruling and the Dormant Mineral Act can be found on our
website.
About McDonald Hopkins
Founded in 1930, McDonald Hopkins’ mission is to provide insightful legal solutions and business
counseling that help our clients strategically plan for an increasingly competitive future. McDonald
Hopkins is a business advisory and advocacy law firm with locations in Chicago, Cleveland, Columbus,
Detroit, Miami, and West Palm Beach. Our subsidiary, McDonald Hopkins Government Strategies LLC, is
based in Washington, D.C. and led by former Congressman Steven LaTourette. McDonald Hopkins
Government Strategies is not a law firm and does not provide legal services. For more information about
McDonald Hopkins, visit mcdonaldhopkins.com.
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